
THE SALVATION OF GOD-91212 

TEXT:- Luke 3:6 “And all mankind will see God's salvation.” 
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When God utters His Word the word becomes an event.  That well known and wonderful passage 

from John 1:1 ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God 

and a little later in verse 14 we read ‘And the Word became flesh.’  The prophet Isaiah said in 55:10-

11 ‘As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the 

earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so 

is my Word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return empty, but will accomplish what I desire 

and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.’  As we can see, the words spoken by Isaiah and the 

writings of John affirm what I first said; ‘When God utters His Word the word becomes an event.’ 

A prophet is simply a person who is taken into God’s confidence when God is about to act.  Is 

that what John the Baptist was?  To Luke the appearance of John the Baptist was one of the pivots 

on which history turned.  So much is this the case that Luke dates it in no fewer than six different 

ways.  The mention of the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar, who reigned as co-regent with Augustus 

from 11AD and became sole emperor from 14-37AD, Pontius Pilate who was governor of Judea 26-

36AD, Herod Antipas who was tetrarch ruling Galilee and Perea from 4BC-39AD, his brother Herod 

Philip II who was tetrarch of the Northern Transjordanian territories from 4BC-34AD.  These two 

brothers are sons of Herod the Great mentioned in Matthew 2 and the visit of the Wise Men.  Finally 

Luke mentions Lysanias who ruled a territory near Damascus up until 37AD and last but not least 

the high priests Annas, 6-15AD and Caiaphas who served 18-36AD. 

We see that the forerunner of Jesus is John the Baptist and it was his preaching that prepared 

the way for Him. 

Luke 3:4-6 “A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, and make 

straight paths for him.  Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made 

low.  The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth.  And all 

mankind will see God’s salvation.’” 

Turn, repent and go with this great movement or be swept aside.  When we look at the prophecy 

we see that Luke is quoting Isaiah 40:3-5 and we see that it is a prophecy about Jesus given almost 

500 years before, but raised to a new power.  Isaiah talks of a forerunner, one who comes to 

prepare the way for the Lord.  This forerunner will remove certain obstacles and will prepare the 



people for a blessing.  He will alter the terrain and clear the way for the arrival of the good news. 

God’s Messiah is approaching across the rough terrain of sin and chaos in the human heart. 

John is regarded as the courier of the King.  But the preparation on which he insisted was a 

preparation of the heart and of the life.  “The King is coming,” he said. “Mend, not your roads, but 

your lives.”  There is laid on every one of us the perennial duty of seeking to make life fit for the King 

to see. 

The symbolic drama in which John embodied his message was baptism.  It was not God’s last 

Word.  That will come through another baptism and another Baptiser.  But it was essential road-

making, a discipline of readiness, a realisation of utter dependence upon the mercy of God. 

Repentance acknowledges that sin is what we do to God.  It is the arrogance, which chooses to 

live by the decisions of its own will, and seldom, if ever, takes God seriously in its calculations.  True 

repentance is certain brokenness over the grief we cause the Father.  It is a certain longing to be 

back with God, and a hatred of the sin that keeps Him out. 

Austin Farrer says, and I quote; ‘Saints are not people who store goodness in 

themselves, they are just people who do not delay to repent, and whose repentance is 

honourable.’  End quote 

So it was that John prepared the way for Jesus first coming.  What is it that we are doing to 

prepare the way for the second coming?  At present in our church calendar we have commenced a 

new year, the period of Advent all referring to the second coming of our Lord Jesus but also moving 

towards the celebration of His birth.  Well we need to share the good news of Jesus with others.  We 

need to be able to use language that makes sense to non-Christian people and we need to live lives 

that are consistent with our message.  Both are important. 

When Jesus gathered His disciples together or walked with them throughout Israel, He taught 

them and many of the people who gathered around.  When Jesus spoke many were amazed at 

what He said and many asked where He got this teaching from.  At the beginning I said, once again 

quoting from John; ‘And the word became flesh.’  In His teaching Jesus said in answer to Thomas’ 

question; 

John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to 

the Father except through me. 

I stand by that statement for Scripture tells me that Jesus is the only way.  Does this mean 

people I love, family and friends and the countless millions of people who follow other religions or 



who are agnostic or atheist perish?  That is entirely up to God, He is bigger than me.  The Scriptures 

are full of positive statements and so many people ignore them, even in the Christian faith.  As I 

have said on many occasions; ‘Are you filled with the Holy Spirit?’  ‘Do you read the Scripture daily?  

‘Who is Jesus to you?’  ‘What are you doing to prepare the Lord’s second coming?’ 

In the Song of Zechariah, John’s father and which is quoted by Luke we read: 

Luke 1:68-79 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has 

redeemed his people.  He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of 

his servant David (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from 

our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us—to show mercy to our fathers 

and to remember his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to 

rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear 

in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  And you, my child, will be 

called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the 

way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness 

of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will 

come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of 

death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 

Like the Magnificat this song is a word of praise yet Zechariah, filled with the Holy Spirit, gives a 

prophecy.  The horn in verse 69, symbolizing an animal’s strength, refers to Jesus.  ‘As he said 

through his holy prophets of long ago’ emphasizes the fulfilment and continuity between the old and 

new covenants.  The content of the oath is given in the following verses, that is, to bless the world 

through Abraham’s offspring.  It pays not to skip over the genealogy of Jesus Christ for among the 

names mentioned we see both Abraham and David. 

As the song continues in verse 77 we see the ‘Knowledge’, brought by John, prepares the way 

for the coming of Jesus.  Such knowledge is not theoretical or cognitive but deeply practical, 

resulting in a fundamental change of heart and behaviour.  Salvation and the forgiveness of sins 

reveal the nature of the redemption brought through by the Christ. 

Again the prophet Malachi tells us; 

Malachi 3:1 “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.  Then 

suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the 

covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. 



The New Testament confirms this interpretation by its identification of John the Baptist as this 

promised messenger who prepares the way for Jesus who is also predicted in this same verse. 

Paul the Apostle who wrote much of our New Testament in his letter to the Philippians says; 

Philippians 1:9-11 ‘And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 

knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best 

and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

The first petition in Paul’s prayer is that God would cause the cardinal Christian virtue of love to 

abound more and more, and that it would be accompanied by knowledge and all discernment, so 

that the Philippians’ love would find expression in wise actions that would truly benefit others and 

glorify God.  As Christians grow in their understanding of what it means to follow Jesus, they will 

increasingly be able to affirm and practice what is excellent.  Such joyful obedience to God will give 

them the confidence of being found pure and blameless when Jesus returns. 

As we hear and accept the good news of Jesus, so we must have our eyes on other sheep that 

are not yet in the fold.  In so doing, we in turn share the good news of Jesus.  His love we must 

share and not keep to ourselves.  This can be very difficult because there are many people that we 

can find hard to love.  We need to learn the difference between love and like.  Your children do 

something wrong–do you stop loving them or do you simply not like what they do? 

There is a type of exile that every unbeliever suffers, till in Christ they find a home-coming.  What 

are we doing to help people or to rescue them from their exile?  The time is short, we do not know 

the hour or the day but Christ's return is imminent. 

To the Christian we face another type of exile and it is throughout our colonial existence on earth.  

This exile ends in heaven where we really belong.  Whoever we are, unbeliever or Christian, there is 

comfort to be found in the One true mediator who transforms spiritual fortunes and paves the way to 

heaven. 

Once again we turn to Jesus who said; 

John 14:3 ‘I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 

that where I am you may be also. 

God utters His Word the word becomes an event.  Those who have ears let them hear. 


