
SERMON  (God of the covenant)   28/7/13 

Theme: Our Father in heaven 

Need: To appreciate God's awesome holiness and incredible 

  love 

Text: II Chron 6:11,14,16,18,36-38; Isaiah 6:3,11c; Rom 5: 

 8,10a  Readings: II Chron 6:1-2,7-12,14-42; Isaiah Ch6;Rom 5:6-11 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

INTRO: (O/Head)  Picture of a father and son  

     (This week's news: Prince William + son) 

 

  In some ways the relationship. between a father &   

son is like that between God & man. The birth of a 

child results from the action of a father (and mother!). 

The child has no say. Child also depends on the loving 

care of father & mother. Plus subject to their 

discipline, in their home. "No lollies before dinner!" 

  Man's relationsh. with God is similar: Our life is His 

idea. He made us, loves us & wants a personal 

relationship with us. He asks us to live by His rules & 

His discipline, in His world. He gave us no say in this. 

   Of course, there's a big differences between God 

and human fathers. Will touch on that later. 

  This the second of three sermons about God's 

covenant. Covenants were quite common in the 

ancient world. They were solemn, binding 

agreements (or contracts) which were ... 

 * Mostly between equals. They were always sealed with 

blood. Often the two parties would slash wrists then 

clasp hands. Their blood would be mixed, which 

symbolised two lives being joined. Also ...   

 

           .../2 
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  Also, animals were often sacrificed  & vows made to 

God, as well as the exchange of robes, shields & 

swords. Again, symbols of lives bound together. 

 Covenants usually included a promise to support 

& care for each other's children/descendants. An 

example in the Bible is the covenant between David & 

Jonathan. Years after making the covenant, David 

made a point of caring for Jonathan's surviving son, a 

cripple called Mephibosheth. He was most surprised 

and asked King David why he bothered with a dead 

dog like me. Did not consider himself worthy of such 

  attention. 

   Covenants were always annulled if either 

party failed to keep one of the conditions, or 

commitments of the covenant.  

    A modern example of a covenant we are familiar 

with is marriage. A solemn agreement, sealed with 

solemn vows which are binding until death or 

unfaithfulness by either party. 

 * Some covenants were unequal Such as covenants made 

by conquering kings or nations with those conquered    

in battle. The benefits and conditions were decided by 

the victors.  Then we have ... 

 * God's covenant, which is similar to that made by 

conquering kings: It is not made between equals. It 

is the gracious contract God has drawn up and 

offered to His chosen people. They can either 

accept or reject it. But not change it, because God 

does not change His mind. He wants us to follow 

his example & be like Him.   .../3 
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   His basic offer is : "I will be your God and 

  you will be my people."  

      NB It is not something any human can 

 deserve. But God graciously offers it as an 

 expression of His love for sinners. 

  God's has renewed His cov't on different occasions eg 

with Abraham, later with Israel after the exodus from 

Egypt ~ referred to in II Chr 5:10 "... at Horeb, where 

the Lord made a cov't with the Israelites ..." At the 

temple dedication King Solomon also referred to     

"... the ark, in which is the cov't of the Lord that He 

made with His people" (II Chr 6:11). NOTE: "He 

made ...", not they made. 

TOPIC: I want to share some thoughts about this God 

who invites us to call Him "our Father in heaven 

..." The God who created all things and has made a 

cov't with His people ~ described as a cov't of love 

(II Chr 6:14).    The first point is: 

 

1) GOD IS HOLY   Q: What does this mean?  

        A: In his vision, the prophet Isaiah 

heard angelic beings, called seraphs, calling out, 

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole 

earth is full of His glory" (Isaiah 6:3)  

   This tell us God is transcendent (or distinct). 

He is far above anything or anyone else in His 

physical power and His moral nature. Summed up 

as His glory which fills the whole earth. 

 

    * Physically:         .../4 
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 * Physically: He is the Creator of all things. And there is 

only one Creator. Solomon's prayer, at the dedication 

of the temple, says: " ... will God really dwell on earth 

with men? The heavens, even the highest heavens 

cannot contain You"(II Chr 6:18)  

         You can't bottle God up in a church!  And ... 

   * Morally: God is unchanging in His perfect righteousness 

... in His purity. Hab 1:13 ”Your eyes are too pure to 

(even) look on evil."  God is unlike all humans, ever 

since Adam disobeyed God's command & sin entered 

the human race. 

   In his prayer, Solomon said: " ... there is no God 

like You in heaven or on earth ~ You who keep your 

cov't of love with your servants who continue 

wholeheartedly in your way" (II Chr 6:14)   READ 

VERSE AGAIN / NOTE: Who continue 

wholeheartedly in His way.   There's the catch!  
    Prophet Isaiah was understandably nervous when 

he heard the seraphs singing, "Holy, holy, holy is the 

Lord" (repeated three times, for emphasis).  Isaiah:    

"I am ruined! I am a man of unclean lips and my eyes 

have seen the King, the Lord Almighty." 

    Another way to understand God's moral 

holiness: It is His perfect nature which never, ever 

changes. And He wants us to be like Him.  

    The Israelites in the desert said to Moses, "Don't 

let God speak to us or we will die" (Ex20:19). They 

recognised they were unworthy to be in the presence 

of such a holy/pure God. 

  Moses ...     

     .../5 
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  Moses told them : "God has come to test you, so that 

the fear of God will be with you to keep you from 

sinning"  (Ex20:20).  He had previously given them 

the Ten Commandments ~ God's standard or blueprint 

for the way God wanted His people to live and the 

character He wanted them to show, as they 

worshipped Him alone. Not any other god of their 

own making. It is something which is impossible for 

sinners to keep fully as God wants (Ex 19:5) God's 

standard is 100%. 

    This is the same God who told Adam he would 

die if he disobeyed God's command in the Garden of 

Eden. 

  Solomon's proverb: The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom (Prov 9:10) And the New 

Testament tells us: The only acceptable way to 

worship such a frighteningly holy God is with 

reverence and awe, for our 'God is ' a consuming 

fire (Heb 12:28). 

     Appl: Q: How 'wholehearted' are we in how we  

     worship and serve God?   Really ... ? 

         Q: How 'reverent' are we? Maybe we should 

extend our times of silent reflection on our sins ...       

as we consider our need to confess and repent ... And 

as we remember He is the same holy God which the 

Israelites were too terrified to approach.   

            The God who invites followers of Christ to 

call Him their 'Father' in heaven is not like indulgent 

human fathers who are willing to overlook, tolerate 

and justify the bad behaviour of their children ("Oh, 

she's a bit depressed this week ...")   .../6 
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        Thankfully, God's Word also tells that ... 

2) GOD IS LOVING 

  II Chr 6:14 ... You who keep your cov't of love with 

your servants ..."  Love is the most wonderful part 

of God's holy nature. There is a hint here of the 

Good News in the New Testament ~ the revelation 

through Jesus Christ that ...  

 * God is willing to forgive sinners who repent ~ READ       

II Chr 6:36-39    NOTE: 

    > v36 ... there is no one who does not sin ~ and You 

become angry with them ... Near enough is not good 

enough with God. And He certainly does not tolerate 

the worship of anything or anyone but Himself.   

   NB He made us. We belong to Him and live in 

His world. He is never happy when we fail to live by 

His rules ... which we do frequently. 

   In spite of this ... incredibly ... He is always 

willing to give repentant sinners a new start ... 

    > v39 (Solomon's prayer) "... forgive your people  ... 
Solomon knew that, in spite of the failure of His 

people to live by His plan, God nevertheless is 

always ready to forgive them, when they truly 

repent. When they "... turn back with all their heart 

and soul ..."(v38). The king knew God had not 

changed His original plan to have a personal 

relationship with the creatures He had made in His 

image. Which includes the idea of serving Him ~ 

being like Him in our moral character and the way we 

look after His creation. 

   NB: God ...      .../7 
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  NB: God has not changed His mind. He never will. 

His holy nature would not allow Him to do so.  

   God is so different to human fathers who tolerate 

bad behaviour. Or at times refuse to forgive, even 

when their children are truly sorry and willing to 

change. 

     An important fact about God's cov't of love: 

* It is very one-sided: Unlike cov'ts between two humans 

(equals), God's people can contribute nothing to 

the deal God offers them. ALL READ Rom 5:6-11 

  (O/Head) 

    v8: God demonstrates His love for us in this: While 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us." And  

 

  Rom 5:10  tells us that, as morally, spiritually corrupt 

individuals, God regards us all as His enemies. We are 

not only unworthy of His gift of salvation, but we 

actually deserve hell and damnation. 

   The Only condition of God's cov't: That we 

trust God and commit ourselves to serve Him only. 

Not any other so-called god, or anything else ... 

And to demonstrate this trust by striving to reflect 

His righteous character. 

* The final revelation of God's grace/mercy ... 
  Was demonstrated through His Son, Jesus (which 

literally means 'God is salvation'). He is the holy seed 

(or son) which God promised in His conversation with 

Isaiah (Is 6:13). The New Testament tells us: 

    > God's sinless Son  came to live among sinners    
          Unthinkable!   .../8 
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 > He accepted our guilt ~ BOOK ILLUSTR ~ suffered the 

just penalty for our sins, setting us free from guilt ... 

from God's condemnation.  The 'Great Exchange' 

   Since I am 'in Christ' by faith, God no longer sees 

'that sinner, Michael Charles'. I am now clothed in 

Christ's 'robe of perfect righteousness' ... free to serve 

God without fear of His judgement. 

  What we all deserve is death. The Israelites knew 

that. Isaiah knew that. But Jesus died for us. 

Through Him, God our Father has given us life. 

 The Apostle Paul says: ... we rejoice in God, 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 

have now received reconciliation (Rom 5:11) 

    As Solomon prayed: " ... there is no God like 

You in heaven or on earth ~ You who keep your 

cov't of love with your servants (II Chr 6:14).       

 Appl: How could anyone refuse a gift like that?!  

   God has given us a choice bet. life and death: 

     > Death ~ living for yourself, for worldly, fleeting      

  pleasures. On the way to hell, and often experiencing 

a foretaste on the way.   Or we can choose ... 

     > Life ~ a personal relationship with Almighty God, here 

        and now. Certain of a place in heaven. And a 

purpose for living that is so much bigger than 

yourself. 

CONCL: That's the deal God offers to all of us, in spite of   

       His holy hatred for our sins. In His eyes, we no      

       better than "dead dogs"! What Mephibosheth  

       understood. 

.../9 
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      On the basis of what Jesus did in your place, 

    He is willing to adopt you as His child. 

  Q: What's your response? 

        

  Q: No thanks? I can manage on my own. I don't need 

 your interference. Many children have tried that,  

        then realised they are much better off accepting  

        the support ... and discipline ... of loving parents. 

   Or maybe ... 

 

  Q: I'll think about it?  Another way of saying "No" 

 And ignoring one fact: God owns you anyway. 

   Your destiny is in His hands ultimately. So ... 

 

  Why not accept His free offer of life, hope and 

purpose? His plan. Through putting your trust in 

Christ. And accepting the condition that you serve 

Him ... that you go with God's programme. 

   The benefits far outstrip what anyone or 

anything else can offer. Think about it while we 

sing  the next song.  

 

*** Invitation (after song) to pray:  * I confess I am a 

sinner ... I only deserve Your judgement * I put my 

trust in Christ as my Saviour and accepting Him as the 

Lord of my life * Please help me by Your Spirit to live 

in a way that pleases You and brings You glory. 

# 

 

 



Romans Ch5 v6-11 

 
You see, at just the right time, when we were 

still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 

Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, 

though for a good man someone might possibly 

dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love 

for us in this:  

   While we were still sinners, Christ 

   died for us. 

 

Since we have now been justified by His blood, 

how much more shall we be saved from God's 

wrath through Him! For if, when we were His 

enemies, we were reconciled to Him through 

the death of His Son, how much more, having 

been reconciled, shall we be saved through His 

life! 

Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 

we have now received reconciliation. 

 
 


